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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Original) A method of operating a wireless communication system comprising: 

in a controller, receiving streaming data contention-window slot assignment requests 
from streaming transmitter units; 

in the controller, assigning contention-window slot numbers to the requesting streaming 
transmitter units; 

in the controller, sending an indication of available contention-window slots to other 
transmitter units; and 

in the other transmitter units, using a randomly selected contention- window slot to begin 
transmitting, wherein the randomly selected contention-window slot is selected from contention- 
window slots other than the assigned contention-window slots. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the indication of the available contention- 
window slots is an indication of the first unassigned slot. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein the randomly selected slot is selected from 
slots greater or equal to the first unassigned slot. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the streaming data is audio data. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the streaming data is video data. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the number of assigned contention-window 
slots is limited. 

7. (Previously presented) A wireless communication system comprising: 

a controller adapted to receive streaming data contention-window slot assignment 
requests from streaming transmitter units, the controller adapted to assign contention-window 
slot numbers to requesting streaming transmitter units and send an indication of available 
contention-window slots to other transmitter units; 

at least one streaming transmitter unit adapted to begin transmitting in a contention- 
window time slot assigned by the controller; and 

at least one other transmitter unit adapted to begin transmitting in a randomly selected 
contention-window slot, the randomly selected contention-window slot being selected from 
contention-window slots other than the assigned contention-window_slots, the at least one 
streaming transmitter unit and at least one other transmitter unit sensing the transmit medium and 
not beginning to transmit in a contention window if another unit has begun transmitting. 

8. (Original) The wireless communication system of claim 7, wherein the indication of the 
available contention- window slots is an indication of the first unassigned contention- window 
slot. 

9. (Original) The wireless communication system of claim 7 wherein the streaming data 
transmitted by the streaming transmitter unit comprises audio data. 



Page 3 of 11 



Docket No.: 034421-097 

10. (Original) The wireless communication system of claim 7 wherein the streaming data 
transmitted by the streaming transmitter unit comprises video data. 

11. (Original) The wireless communication system of claim 7 wherein a limited number of 
assignable contention-window slots are available. 

12. (Original) A wireless communication system comprising: 

a transmitter unit wirelessly transmitting data to a dumb receiver unit; 

the dumb receiver unit adapted to receive data from the transmitter but not adapted to 
send an acknowledgement signal to the transmitter unit; and 

a surrogate unit adapted to acknowledge the reception of data for the dumb receiver unit 
with a surrogate acknowledgement signal to the transmitter unit. 

13. (Original) The wireless communication system of claim 12 wherein there are multiple 
dumb receiver units for each surrogate unit. 

14. (Original) The wireless communication system of claim 12 wherein the dumb receiver 
unit is unable to transmit data. 

15. (Original) The wireless communication system of claim 12 wherein the surrogate unit is 
a control unit for the system. 
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16. (Original) The wireless communication system of claim 12 wherein the 
acknowledgement signal is a medium-access-control acknowledgement signal. 

17. (Currently amended) A base station for a wireless network comprising: 

a first circuit for receiving radio frequency messages from transmitter units; 

a second circuit for assigning slots to transmitters in contact with the base station, the 
second circuit operable to assign a slot to a transmitter based upon the transmitting 
characteristics of the transmitter; 

a third circuit to indicat e wherein the base station provides, to the transmitter units which 
do not fall within the transmitting characteristic , an indication of which slots ar e available slots 
aside from slots thos e assigned to the transmitters which have having the the-transmitting 
characteristics. 

18. (Previously presented) The base station of claim 17 wherein the second circuit assigns a 
slot based on a low packet failure rate requirement of data transmitted by the transmitter. 

19. (Previously presented) The base station of claim 17 wherein the second circuit assigns a 
slot based on a low latency requirement of data transmitted by the transmitter. 

20. (Previously presented) The base station of claim 17 wherein the second circuit assigns a 
slot based on whether a transmitter is transmitting streaming data. 
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21. (Previously presented) The base station of claim 17 wherein the second circuit assigns a 
slot based on whether a transmitter is transmitting video data. 

22. (Previously presented) The base station of claim 17 wherein the second circuit assigns a 
slot based on whether a transmitter is transmitting audio data. 
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